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MNISTRY OF INTER-GOVERNIVENT RELATIONS & BOUGAINVILLE AFFAIRS

OPENING ST ATEMENT
BY the HON SIR PETER BARTER Kt OBE, MP
MNISTER FOR INTER-GOVERNMENT RELATIONS & BOUGAINVILLE AFFAIRS
TOTHE
22ND JONT BORDER COMMTTEE MEETING
BETWEEN
PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND the REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
MADANG, 28 — 30 OCT OBER 2003

Your Exagllency, Mr Hari Saoarno
Minister for Home Affars of the Repuldic Of Indonesia

The Hon James Ydi, MP
Governar of Madang Provinge

Your Exadllency, Mr Johanns Djopari
Ambossador of the Repubic of | ndonesia to Popua New Guinea

Mr Conston Karma
Vice-Governar Of Papua Province

Your Exadllency, Mr Christopher Mero
Ambossador of Papua New Guinea to the Repubic of | ndonesia

Members of both delegations
Ladies ond Gentflemen

Yong tferhomat baock hai sdoano mentri ddam Negi Repuldik |ndonesia don

rombongon.

Sebagd  pemimpin rombongon Pagoua New  @Quinea, soya songat  bergembira

nmonyombbut kedotongon baodk don romibbongon d Modang.
Selomat datong!

As leader of the Pooua New Guinea delegation to the 22nd Joint Border Committee
meeting ond &8 Regond Member of Palioment for Madong Province, | join the
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Governar of Madong Provinge, the Hon James Ydi, in welcoming Your Exaellendes ond
members of the Indonesion delegation to Pagoua New @uinea ond in particular to
beautiful Madaong.

Minister, | om pecsed Your Exaellency hos found time in your busy schedule to e
here with us to regresent the government and peode of the Repubic of I ndonesia af
this importont meeting between our two countries.

Let me tcke this opportunity to thonk the Governar of Modong Province ond his
government for hosting this meeting. | am sure both delegations will enjoy the
province's hospitdity.

To those members of the | ndonesion delegation who are visiting Popua New Guinea for
the first time, | extend aspedd welcome. | hope that you find Madaong, its people, its
naturd beauty ondits rich aultures enjoydde ond educationd.

Excellency

The Ageement on Barder Arrangements ond the Treaty of Mutud Respect, Friendship
aond Gooperation ond subsidary arangements are the basis of our confinuing good ond
aonstructive relations.  They provide the prindples ond guidelines under which our two
countries aon conduct our border and wider bilaterd relations.

The Jont Border Committee ond its committess provide unique opportunities for fronk
dsaussion on matters of conoern. This hos helped strengthen our biloterd relations
over the years.

Excellency

We should now move beyond administrative ond maonogement issues of the common
border to indude promotfion of bilaterd frade, aulture ond fourism ond aeating on
environment that will respond to the needs of the people in our two countries.

Estadishment of the Joint Ministerid Commission is in line with that brooder ogective.
The inaugurd mesting of the Jant Commission wes held in Port Moresby in June this
yea ond weos aftended by our two foreign ministers. | am sure the Jaont Ministerid
Commission will tcke our bilaterd relations into a new era, arelationship benefidd to
our respective countries in mony respeds.

Excellency

| wish to draw your attention o outstondng matters dsaussed at previous Joint Border
GCommittee meetings that now need to be findised. One of those matters relates to
the Extradtion Treaty.

At the 20™ Jaint Border Committee meeting in Bondung, in 2000, the Papua New
@uinea delegation presented to your government a aaoft of the proposed Extradtion
Treaty. | bdieve our two governments would wont to see that the Extradition Treaty is
findised cs soon s possible.
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The Government of Pgoua New @uinea dso provided your government a araft MCU on
Movement of Third Gountry Nationds dong the Barder in 1997 of the Bdikpooon
meeting. A lcst year’s meeting at Surdooya, your delegation informed the meeting
that your government is still studying those documents.

With inaecsed attadks by groups supported by internationd ferrorist organisations, our
governments need to findise those two instruments without delay so that our
countries” law enforcement authorities con cooperate to ded with law breckers that
might use our territories to aary out their illegd adhivities.

With recent signing of the MOU on aoss border compulsory motor vehide insurance
ond impementation of the aoss-border vehide movement arongements in the nea
future, our countries need now to findise that Extradtion Treaty ond the MCOU on third
country nationds dong the border.

Findisation of those instruments would go far in cssisting our loaw enforcement
agendes ded with lawtreckers who use the internationd road between Vanimo ond

Jaycpura
Excellency

The Government of Pooua New Guinea pans to open Wutung border post in June
2004. The opening will acoindde with launching of the aoss-border vehide movement
arangements. | hope Your Exagllency and myself will represent our governments ot
that opening cs these ae mgor milestone adchievements in our border relations.

These arongements, when findised, will fadlitate incecsed trade between Vonimo
ond Jaygoura indudng movement of vehides, goods ond people aaoss the border.

The Government of Pogoua New @uinea mantans that effident ond regula
fronspartation with flexible aurrency exchange will give impetus to growth in trade and
commer ce between the border provinass of the two countries.

Excellency

As drected by the Joint Border Gommittee mesting in Surdooya lost year, | am plecsed
to inform you that the Pooua New Guinea delegation will af this meeting present o
your government a araft MOU on estcdishment of the Joint Techniad Subb Committee
on Environment ond Protection in the Border Area induding its fundions for study by
your government.

Qur governments need to findise the MOU s soon s possilbbe so the Gommittee aon
address environmentd issues relating to floodng of the Fly River caused by the Ok
Ted mining prged ondillegd harvesting of ponts, birds and onimds dong the border.

Another oufstondng matter is the Frequency Assignment GCoordination Agreement.

The Government of Pgoua New @Quinea provided a araft of that agreement 1o your
government in 2000 ot the Bondung JBC mesting.
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We need to findise the agreement so our respedive government agendes aon
estadlish aoss-border communiaations between our border stations.

In the aose of Wara Smad people, | inform Your Exasllency that s drected by the 218
Jont Barder Committee meseting,the Government of Pgoua New Guinea through the
Sondaun Provindd Administration hos informed its dtizens in the nine villoges in Wora
Sma areanot to haist PNGflags in their seftlements.

in addition, the Governar of Sandoun Province and officers from his Administration plan
to visit Wara Sma next month to meet the peopde ond disauss their situation ond to
encourage them to reloaate their settlements badk intfo PNG territary.  As lond is @
sensitive issue far Melonesians, | urge both governments to ded with this matter with
geat are. Mishanding might have negative impliaations on future administrafion ond
monagement of our common border.

Excellency

The Government of Popua New Guinea dso infends to review the MOU on Traditiond
ond Qustomary Border Grossings Arrangements signed by our governments in 1993,
That MOU neecs to e reviewed to take intfo account developments dong the border
such o estcdlishment of joint border posts and the road link.  Trodtiond border
aossers oand other dtizens from our countries have doused these arongements.  This
hos resulted in inaecsed in illegd smugding My government seeks your
governments conaurrence to review that MOU to infroduce new mecsures to contrd
the douse of those arongements.

With estddishment of joint border posts our agendes af thase posts need to work with
one another to perform their duties professiondly ond effectively speddly in sharing
ond exahonging of information on movement of peode, goods ond motor vehides. To
cssist this exahonge of information, the Government of Popua New Guinea proposed
that a MCOU on pont ond onimd quarontine odlldooration e negotioted and conduded
indudng findisation of the MCU on exdhonge of austoms-related information.

Excellency

To condude, | urge both delegations that during these two days o work together o
resolve outstondng matters, ond progess on the importont ond pressing issues for the
benefit ond welfare of our countries ond peode o5 neighloours.

With those remarks, | dedare this meeting of the Jont Border Gommittee between the
governments of Pgoua New Guinea and the Repubic of | ndonesiain Madong, open.

Moy god bless you dl.

Terimakaosih

Thank you
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